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FOREWORD 


The present exhibition of contemporary Romanian painting 
is, despite its moderate size, representative for the achieve¬ 
ments of some of the most gifted among our young and 
mature artists. It bears witness for the interest the Roma¬ 
nian painters show in the manifold problems of modern 
art, In the search, which they share with their colleagues 
all over the world, for new and ever more diversified means 
of expression. We hope, at the same time, that our exhibi¬ 
tion gives a sound of its own, that it will be felt as a mes¬ 
sage coming from artists living in Romania, and striving 
to give expression, in their particular way, to contemporary 
feelings and ideas. One of their most significant aspirations 
is, in point of fact, to attain that high point where tradition 
and modernity converge into an expressive and genuine 
unity, for which a most brilliant example was given by 
Brancusi’s work. 

A very old and, at the same time, very alive folk art gives 
these efforts a strong foundation. The renewed interest 
in the archaic forms of art is generally characteristic for 
modern artists in their search for freshness and authenti¬ 
city. What the Romanian artists find in their folk art is a 
tradition of almost classical simplicity, a deep, inborn sense 
of gay color harmonies, a predilection for geometrical orna¬ 
ment, for pure, well-balanced shapes. 


Throughout the history of Romanian art such qualities are 
more or less discernible, but, among them, the preference 
given to color seems prevalent. It is evident in the ceramics 
or the folk rugs, but no less in the field of professional art, 
from medieval times up to this day. The frescoes covering 
the inner, and, in the XVI th century, even the outside walls 
of some churches in the Northern part of the country, 
the medieval embroideries with their sumptuous, but sub¬ 
dued, softened color harmonies are further relevant chap¬ 
ters of an artistic heritage to which to-day’s artists turn 
back with an interest made more lively by the new possibi¬ 
lities offered for large-scale decoration of buildings and 
architectural ensembles. 

Easel painting became and remained favorite with 
Romanian artists as soon as, at the beginning of the XIX th 
century, its resources were fully discovered, and ever since. 
After an inevitable, but very short, period of apprentices¬ 
hip in the academic line, Nicolae Grigorescu and Ion Andre- 
escu toward the end of that century, §tefan Luchian on the 
threshold of our century gave, with their work, a definite 
profile to our modern school of painting. They were res¬ 
ponsive to whatever was new in their epoch, trained at 
the school of the greatest European masters, but remained 
deeply attached to their country, its landscape, its people, 


its rich and ancient art. Such was and is the attitude of the 
major Romanian artists of this century among whom even 
the strictest selection should not leave aside the names of 
painters like Petra$cu, Pallao Ressu, Iser, Steriadi, Tonitza, 
Darascu, Lucian Grigorescu, Catargi, Ghia^a, Juculescu, Baba, 
Ciucurencu or of the sculptors Paciurea, Medrea, Jalea, Anghel, 
Irimescu, Ladea, and, above all, Brancusi, in whose work 
old symbols, the archetypes of natural forms reach such 
a new striking expressivity. 

Some outstanding artists of the older generations are pre¬ 
sent in this exhibition with works of prestige, evocative 
of and fully integrating into the effervescent atmosphere 
of to-day’s Romanian art. Such are Henri Catargi, an author 
of landscapes, portraits and still-lives constructed with a 
rare mastery of the clear and balanced composition, painted 
in subdued tones and fine nuances; Dimitrie Ghia^a, whose 
work has a solidity and a charm of its own, deriving from 
the profound assimilation of the spirit of folk art; Ion 
Juculescu, one of the most powerful personalities of the 
last decades, who achieved, starting from the chromatic 
structure of Oltenian carpets, pictorial compositions full 
of a pathetic vehemence, springing up from, and inviting 
to a passionate meditation on fundamental issues of life; 
Lucian Grigorescu, passing with the same grace and sense 
of colour from landscapes to portraits; Alexandru Ciucu¬ 
rencu, one of the greatest colorists of our painting, an author 
of irradiating landscapes and still-lives, but also of ample 
and evocative compositions on historical and contemporary 
themes; Corneliu Baba, grave, pathetic at times, whose 
work is modern in its inner tension, expressed in a direct, 
both powerful and subtle language; Ion Musceleanu, with 
his delicate portraits ane still-lives; M. H. Maxy, a cubist 
in his youth, taking up, in his last compositions, elements 
of this vision, enriched with suggestions offered by the 
latest trends in contemporary art. 

On such a background, the younger artists develop in a 
climate created by a society in full and impetuous advance, 


asking and expecting ever more from them, continuously 
widening their horizons, opening up new prospects for 
their activity. We have already alluded to some of the new 
problems facing them; the synthesis of art and architecture, 
of art and industry is nowadays absorbing the preoccupa¬ 
tions of many artists, who devote their efforts to mural 
decorations and to applied art. Herein they find in the 
Romanian folk art a really inexhaustible source of inspira¬ 
tion, though not the only one. Many painters go the same 
way, in an effort to give their work deeper and more solid 
roots, to make it more largely and more genuinely repre¬ 
sentative. The very modern tendency towards a concen¬ 
trated, laconic language, towards metaphor and symbol 
finds, as elsewhere, in this going back to the sources an 
ample support. This very important and significant trend 
is represented in this exhibition by painters like Bradu{ 
Covaliu, whose stylized and abbreviated figures and land¬ 
scapes have both monumentality and a subtle poetic quality; 
Ion Gheorghiu, reminding of old icons on glass, but very 
personal in his somewhat phantastic conception of forms 
in space; Gheorghe Saru, vigorously interpreting, in a 
very modern vision, archaic forms, and Georgeta Naparu$, 
who paints in a more descriptive way, blending elements 
of folklore and medieval frescoes with suggestions from 
surrealist art. This is a trend, whose poetical and expressive 
ressources are far from being exhausted. Still, there are 
many other directions and modes of expression exemplified 
in this exhibition. You will find the paintings of Virgil Alma- 
$anu, capable of mastering, with his subtle palette dominated 
by gray and blue, big canvases, impregnated with a delicate 
lyricism, but also, when the subject requires it, as in his 
compositions on historical themes, full of vigor and of a 
solemn gravity. Octav Grigorescu, who made his debut as 
an engraver and drawer, paints delicate compositions, in 
a personal texture, inviting to meditative comtemplation. 
Ion Pacea forges harmonies dominated by reds and browns, 
with grave intensities and sonorities. Ion Sali$teanu builds 


up vigorously, out of colour, shapes and volumes filled 
with an almost elementary, and yet refined poetry. Constan¬ 
tin Piliu^a paints and draws with verve and expressiveness 
both portraits and scenes from everyday life, while Ion 
Nicodim, who got remarked also in the field of tapestry, 
achieves compositions, in which simplicity blends with an 
unerring chromatic refinement. Constantin Blendea and 
Mihai Rusu construct, each in his way, clear, lucid composi¬ 
tions on contemporary themes, while Sabin Bala$a and Sever 
Fren^iu give images full of a dreamy sense of beauty. 

We hope that the exhibition gives evidence of the variety 


of preoccupations and stimuli at work in Romanian contem¬ 
porary art, but also of a certain unity traversing it, and 
deriving from a common tradition and from common aspira¬ 
tions. In its innermost essence, this is, we dare say, an 
affirmative art, an art endowed with a poetical sense of 
reality, proclaiming its undeniable beauty. 

In the framework of the entire foreign policy of the Romanian 
state, this exhibition is a message of friendship and goodwill 
extended to the American people, a new token of our 
desire to actively participate in the world dialogue on culture 
and art, to contribute to a better mutual understanding. 

MIRCEA POPESCU 


Member of the Academy of Social and Political Sciences 
Director of the Art Museum of the Socialist 
Republic of Romania 


VIRGIL ALMA$ANU 

Virgil Alma$anu was born in 1926. 

He graduated the “Nicolae Grigorescu” Fine Arts Institute. 
He held a one-man exibition in Bucharest in 1968. 

From 1952 on he has participated in Romania in all the 
State exhibitions, as well as in several group exhibitions. 
He participated abroad in Romanian exhibitions organized 
in: Athens, Ankara, London, Paris, Moscow, Leningrad, 
Prague, Budapest in 1968, Belgrade, Skopje, Rijeka, Varsaw, 
Tel-Aviv, Helsinki in 1969, Turin, Milan, Varsaw in 1970, 
Leningrad, Varsaw, Prague and Brno in 1972. 

He has also showed in international exhibitions in Vienna 
and Paris in 1959, Helsinki in 1960, in the Biennial Inter¬ 
national exhibition of Sao Paolo in 1967 and the Biennial 
International exhibition of Venice in 1968. 

In 1966 he was awarded the “Ion Andreescu" Prize for 
painting by the Academy of the Socialist Republic of Romania. 
He is Vice President of the Union of Artists In the Socialist- 
Republic of Romania. 


SUNKEN CATHEDRAL 
oil on canvas, 1969 
40" x 31 2/4" 

Owner: C.C.S.E, (The Council for Culture and Socialist 
Education) 

COMPOSITION 
oil on canvas 
57"x49 2/4" 

Owner: The Central Committee of the Union of the Com¬ 
munist Youth (C.C. of U.C.Y.) 

THE GATE 
oil on canvas 
46"x40" 

Owner: The Art Museum of the Socialist Republic of Romania 














GHEORGHE ION ANGHEL 


Ion Anghel was born in Cluj in 1938. He graduated the 
“Nicolae Grigorescu” Fine Arts Institute in Bucharest. 
Starting with 1964 he has participated in republican, and 
regional exhibitions, as well as in group exhibitions. 

In 1968 he held a one-man exhibition in Galatzi. 

He displayed his paintings abroad in Romanian art exhibi¬ 
tions organized in Torino in 1969. Warsaw in 1970 and 
Szeczecin in 1971. 


COMPOSITION 
oil on canvas 
44" x 52" 

Owner: C.C.S.E. 

AUTUMN IS COMING ROUND 
oil on canvas 
44"x 52" 

Owner: the artist 











CORNELIU BABA 


Corneliu Baba was born in Craiova in 1906. 

He studied at the Fine Arts Academy in Jassy in the 1934 — 
1938 period. 

Beginning with 1930 he regularly participated in the Official 
Salons at home and in other group exhibitions of the 
time. From 1949 on he has displayed his paintings in all 
the State Exhibitions, 

In 1956 he exhibited in the Venice Biennial. 

His paintings were exhibited in Romanian exhibitions orga¬ 
nized abroad in Moscow — 1958; Prague — 1956 and 1960; 
Warsaw, Belgrade and Budapest — 1969; Helsinki, Bratislava, 
Athens, Cairo, Alexandria — 1960; Ankara, Istanbul, Damas¬ 
cus, and Sofia — 1961; Moscow — 1962; London, Tokyo, 
Berlin, Peking — 1966; Ulan Bator — 1967; Prague — 1968; 
Moscow and Tallinn — 1969; Torino — 1970; Warsaw — 
1970; Warsaw, Leningrade, Prague, Brno, Palma de Mallorca, 
Tyneside (Great Britain), — 1972, and Madrid — 1973. 
People’s Artist of the Socialist Republic of Romania; Member 
of the Academy of the Socialist Republic of Romania since 
1963; Member of Honour of the Fine Arts Academy of the 
USSR; Corresponding Member of the Fine Arts Academy 
in Berlin (German Democratic Republic). 

State Prize Winner in 1953 and 1954. 

Professor at the “Nicolae Grigorescu” Fine Arts Institute 
of Bucharest. 


PORTRAIT 

oil on canvas, 1964 

44" x 31" 

Owner: The Art Museum of the Socialist Republic of Romania 



PORTRAIT (GIRL WITH A FEATHER) 
oil on canvas, 1971 
18 2/4" x 17 2/4" 

Owner: the artist 


PORTRAIT 

oil on canvas, 1967 

31 2/4" x 41" 

Owner: The Art Museum of the Socialist Republic of Romania 


PORTRAIT OF THE ARTIST’S WIFE 
oil on canvas, 1971 
73 3/4" X 31 1/4" 

Owner: the artist 


THE HARLEQUIN 
oil on canvas, 1972 
37 3/4"X31 3/4" 

Owner: the artist 

SPANISH LANDSCAPE 
oil on canvas, 1973 
21 1/4" x 19 1/4" 
Owner: the artist 

THE PARADE 
oil on canvas, 1973 
31 1 /4" x 37 3/4" 

Owner: the artist 

A GENRE SCENE 
oil on canvas, 1973 
49 1 /4* x 45 1 14 " 

Owner: the artist 

TOLEDO 

oil on canvas, 1973 
29 3/4" x 27 1/4" 

Owner: the artist 



CORNELIU BABA 
Portrait 



VASILE BABOIE 


Vasile Baboie was born in Brasov in 1914. 

He graduated the Faculty of Medicine in Cluj and attended 
free courses in painting. 

He has exhibited since 1946 in the Annual Graphic Exhibi¬ 
tions, the Biennial Painting and Sculpture Exhibitions, 
festive and group exhibitions. 

His paintings were shown abroad in the Romanian Exhibitions 
organized in Torino, Tel Aviv, Titograd, Rijeka, Tallinn, 
and Moscow in 1969; Warsaw in 1970; Moscow, Vilnius, 
Sofia and Szczecin in 1971. 


THE PEASANT HOUSE PAINTER 
oil on canvas, 1968 
40" x 31 2/8" 

Owner: the artist 

BUNCH OF FLOWERS 
oil on canvas, 1969 
40"x31 3/4" 

Owner: C.C.S.E. 

GIRL WITH A FLOWER 
oil on canvas, 1968 
40" x 27 2/4" 

Owner: C.C.S.E. 











SABIN BALASA 

Sabin Bala$a was born in 1932. A graduate of the “Nicolae 
Grigorescu” Institute of Fine Arts of Bucharest. 

He opened a one-man exhibition in Bucharest in 1968. 
From 1955 onwards, he exhibited in annual state exhibitions, 
in youth exhibitions, in festive exhibitions, etc. 

Abroad, he participated in exhibitions of Romanian art 
organized in: Warsaw in 1955, in Damascus, Alexandria in 
1961, in Prague, Frankfurt on the Maine, Orly, Torino in 
1968, in Rome and Titograd in 1969, in Torino and 
in Warsaw in 1970, and in Leningrad, Warsaw, Prague, 
Brno in 1972. 

In 1961 he participated in the International Biennial Exhibi¬ 
tion of Young Artists in Paris. 

THE FLOWERS OF FIRE 
oil on canvas 
53 3/4" x 60" 

Owner: C.C. of the U.C.Y. 

THE JOY OF THE CROPS 

oil on canvas 

52"x52" 

Owner: C.C.S.E. 














CONSTANTIN BLENDEA 


Constantin Blendea was born in Pe$tisani in 1929. 

He graduated the “Nicolae Grigorescu” Fine Arts Insti¬ 
tute in Bucharest in 1956. 

He opened a one-man exhibition in Bucharest 1962. From 
1956 on he has attended all the Annual State Exhibitions, 
as well as the regional exhibitons, biennial youth exhibitions 
and festive exhibitions. 

His paintings were displayed in the Romanian art exhibitions 
shown in Berlin, Prague, Bratislava, Helsinki, Cairo, Alexan¬ 
dria, Athens (1960); New Delhi (1961); Prague (1968); 
Tel Aviv, Titograd, Beirut (1969); Torino (1970); Warsaw, 
Prague, Brno (1972). 

He exhibited in the World Youth’s and Students’ Festival 
Exhibition held in Vienna in 1959; in the International 
Biennial Youth Exhibition in Paris (1961). He participated 
in the Third Exhibition of painters from socialist countries 
held in Szczecin (1969), as well as in the 1970 international 
exhibition “The Victory Over Fascism” in Warsaw, and 
the Romanian Contemporary Fine Arts Exhibition in Warsaw, 
Leningrade, Prague and Brno (1972). 

He was awarded the Second Prize at the World Youth’s 
and Students’ Festival of Moscow (1957) and the Second 
Prize and Mention at the World Youth’s and Students’ 
Festival of Vienna (1959). 

Constantin Blendea is dean of the Faculty of Painting of the 
“Nicolae Grigorescu” Fine Arts Institute in Bucharest. 


CONSTRUCTORS 
oil on canvas 
56 3/4" x 48' 

Owner: C.C.S.E. 

CHEMICAL WORKS 
oil on canvas, 1969 
56 3/4" x 51 3/4" 

Owner: The Art Museum of the Socialist Republic of Romania 



















































HENRI H. CATARGI 


Henri Catargi was born in Bucharest in 1894. 

He studied law, then studied painting in Paris, where he 
attended the courses of Dechenaud and A. Laurens at the 
Julian Academy, from 1919 to 1925, and later on, the courses 
of Maurice Denis, Vuillard, Serusier, Valloton and Bissiere 
at the Ranson Free Academy. He also worked in the studios 
of Andre Lhote and Bonnard. 

After 1924 he has exhibited in the Official Salons and 
other collective art exhibitions. 

He has also exhibited in Annual State Exhibitions, regional 
exhibitions as well as festive and group exhibitions. 

He held one-man exhibitions in 1928, 1936, 1947, 1957, 
1962, 1965, 1969, 1973. 

He displayed his paintings abroad in Paris and Brussels; 
in the 1958 Venice Biennial Exhibition; in the Romanian 
Fine Arts Exhibitions organized in Budapest and Belgrade 
in 1959, in Budapest, Helsinki, Bratislava, Prague, Berlin. 
Cairo and Alexandria, in 1960, in Ankara, Istanbul, Damascus, 
Sofia and Paris in 1961; in Dresden in 1963; in Moscow in 
1964; in London and Geneva in 1966; in Peking, Ulan Bator, 
Pyong-Yang, Moscow, and Tirana in 1967; in Prague in 1968; 
in Titograd, Tel Aviv, Berlin, Rostock, in 1969, in Tirana, 
Prague and Turin in 1970 and Warsaw, Leningrade, Prague, 
Brno, Palma de Mallorca, Tyneside (Great Britain) in 1972 
and in Madrid in 1973. 

Henri Catargi was awarded the title of People’s Artist; he 
is State Prize Laureate. 

PEASANT HOUSES 
oil on canvas 
28"x 36" 

Owner: C.C.S.E. 

PORTRAIT 

oil on canvas, 1967 

47"x 34 2/4" 

Owner: the artist 



STILL LIFE WITH WOODEN LADLE 
oil on canvas 
57 1/4" x 44 2/4" 

Owner: The Art Museum of the Socialist Republic of Romania 

LANDSCAPE 

oil on cardboard, 1971 

23 1 /4" x 31 1/4" 

Owner: C.C.S.E. 














ALEXANDRU CIUCURENCU 


Alexandru Ciucurencu was born in Tulcea in 1903. 

He attended the Fine Arts School in Bucharest from 1921 
to 1928, then the Julian Academy, in Paris, and the Free 
Academy of Andre Lhote in the 1930 — 1932 period. 

He has held a great number of one-man exhibitions at 
home and abroad, including those in Vienna, Prague, 
Belgrade, Berlin, Paris and Athens. Since 1934 he has regularly 
displayed his paintings in the Official Salons, the republi¬ 
can and regional exhibitions organized in Bucharest. 

In 1956 he participated in the Venice Biennial Exhibition. 
He participated in the Romanian Art Exhibitions organized 
in Prague in 1956; Moscow and Leningrade in 1957; in Warsaw, 
Budapest and Belgrade in 1959; in Helsinki, Prague, Bratislava, 
Berlin, Athens, Cairo, Alexandria in 1960; in Ankara, Istanbul, 
Damascus, Sofia, Paris in 1961; in Vienna and Warsaw in 
1963; in London, Tokyo and Berlin in 1966; in Prague, Tel 
Aviv, Titograd and Moscow in 1969; in Torino and Warsaw 
in 1970; in Leningrad, Prague, Brno, Palma de Mallorca, Tyne¬ 
side (Great Britain) in 1972 and in Madrid in 1973. 
Alexandru Ciucurencu is a Member of the Academy of the 
Socialist Republic of Romania, a People’s Artist, and State 
Prize Laureate. 

He is professor at the “Nicolae Grigorescu” Fine Arts 
Institute in Bucharest. In 1956 he was awarded the “Ion 
Andreescu” Prize for Painting of the Socialist Republic of 
Romania. 

THE PLOIESTI REFINERY 
oil on cardboard 
21 1/4"x33" 

Owner: The Art Museum of the Socialist Republic of Romania 

EVENING LANDSCAPE 
oil on canvas 
25" x 37 1/4" 

Owner: The Art Museum of the Socialist Republic of Romania 



STILL LIFE IN RED 
oil on canvas 
25"x 19" 

Owner: the lassy Art Museum 

STILL LIFE WITH GUITAR 
oil on canvas 
56"x 32" 

Owner: The Cluj Art Museum 



ALEXANDRU CIUCURENCU 
Still-life in red 











brAduj covaliu 


BrSdut Covaliu was born in Sinaia in 1924. 

A graduate of the Fine Arts Academy of Bucharest. 

He held one-man exhibitions in Bucharest in 1946, 1947, 
1957, 1959, 1964, 1969, 1970; in Baia Mare in 1962; in Athens 
in 1965; in Stockholm in 1966; in Amrister (Sweden) in 1967. 
Since 1943 his paintings have been shown in the Official 
Exhibitions, group exhibitions, the Annual State Exhibitions, 
as well as in regional, republican and festive exhibitions 
He participated abroad in the Romanian Art Exhibtions 
organized in Budapest (1956); Sofia (1958); Helsinki, Prague, 
Bratislava, Belgrade, Athens, Berlin, Cairo and Alexandria 
(1960); Paris, Damascus (1961); London (1966); Prague, 
Moscow (1968); Helsinki, Tel Aviv (1969); Turin (1970); 
Brussels and Helsinki (1971); Warsaw, Leningrade, Prague, 
Brno, Palma de Mallorca, Tyneside (Great Britain) in 1972 
and Madrid in 1973. 

He participated in the international exhibitions in Venice 
(1962); Sao Paolo (1969); Szczecin, New Delhi (1965); 
Lausanne (1967); Milan (1968). 

Winner of the “Ion Andreescu” Prize for Painting, awarded 
by the Academy of the Socialist Republic of Romania. 
President of the Union of Artists in the Socialist Republic 
of Romania. 

DALMATIAN LANDSCAPE 
oil on canvas, 1968 
31"x25" 

Owner: C.C.S.E. 

THE HOUSE IN THE FOREST 
oil on canvas, 1968 
25"x31" 

Owner: C.C.S.E. 

PORTRAIT 

oil on canvas, 1969 

52 3/4" x 40" 

Owner: C.C.S.E. 



IN THE VILLAGE 
oil on canvas, 1970 
25"x31" 

Owner: C.C.S.E. 

THE LAST SNOW 
oil on canvas, 1970 
21"x28" 

Owner: C.C.S.E. 





BRADUT COVALIU —In the village 











SEVER FRENTIU 


Sever Fren^iu was born in Sacuieni in 1931. 

He graduated the “Ion Andreescu” Fine Arts Institute in 
Cluj. 

From 1955 on, he has participated in annual state exhibitons, 
biennial youth exhibitions, as well as in regional, group, 
festive exhibitions. 

He held a one-man show in Arad (1956). 

He exhibited abroad at Romanian Art exhibitions in Vicenza 
(Italy) in 1970 and in Prague in 1971. 
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SPRINGTIME OF THE REPUBLIC 

oil on canvas, 1972 

38"x64" 

Owner: C.C.S.E. 
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ION GHEORGHIU 


Ion Gheorghiu was born in Bucharest in 1929. 

He graduated the “Nicolae Grigorescu” Fine Arts Institute 
of Bucharest in 1956. 

He has opened one-man exhibitions in Baia Mare (1965), 
Paris (1966), Bucharest, Paris, Upsala (Sweden) in 1968 
and in The Hague (1969). He also participated in a group 
exhibition in The Hague (1965). 

From 1956 on, he has displayed in the Annual State Exhibi¬ 
tions,the Biennial Painting Exhibitions, the regional, youth 
and festive exhibitions, etc. 

His paintings were shown in the Romanian Fine Arts Exhibi¬ 
tion organized abroad: in Helsinki (1960); Moscow (1964); 
London, Plovdiv, Genova (1966); Memphis (U.S.A.) (1967); 
Prague, Paris-Orly, Berne, Moscow (1968); Tel Aviv, Rome, 
Dusseldorf, Tunis, Helsinki, Moscow, Titograd, Tallinn (1969); 
Torino, Alexandria, Cairo, Warsaw, (1970); Moscow (1972); 
Leningrade, Prague and Brno (1972). 

He participated in the International exhibitions held in 
Moscow in 1958, Berlin in 1962, Paris in 1963, Venice in 
1964, Tokyo in 1965. 

He was awarded the “Ion Andreescu” Prize for painting 
by the Academy of the Socialist Republic of Romania in 1966. 


FLOWERING HILL 
oil on canvas, 1968 
40"x31 1/4" 
Owner: C.C.S.E. 

THE GREEN HILL 
oil on canvas, 1968 
40"x 32" 

Owner: C.C.S.E. 


COMPOSITION II 
oil on canvas, 1970 
40"x32" 

Owner: the artist 







ION GHEORGHIU 

Composition II 















DUMITRU GHIAjA 

Dumitru Ghia^a was born in Coliba$i in 1888, and died in 
Bucharest in 1972. 

He studied in Romania in the studio of the painter Arthur 
Verona in the 1909 — 1912 period, then in Paris in the 
Ran^on and Delecluse Academies from 1913 to 1914 and 
in Italy in 1922. 

The artist held a great number of one-man shows. In 1955 
and in 1967 he showed great retrospective exhibitions. 
Between 1914 and 1940 he regularly showed his paintings 
in the Official Salons; subsequently he exhibited in 
the Annual State Exhibitions, Biennial and festive exhibitions. 
He displayed abroad in the Romanian exhibitions organized 
in Paris (1925) and the International Biennial Exhibitions 
in Venice in 1927 and 1958. He also participated in the 
Romanian exhibitions organized in Moscow in 1949, 1957, 
1969; Leningrade, Warsaw, Budapest and Belgrade 
(1959); in Prague in 1959 and 1960; Bratislava, Berlin, 
Helsinki, Cairo, Alexandria, Athens (1960); Ankara, Istanbul, 
Damascus, Sofia and Paris (1961); London, Tokyo, Geneva 
(1966); Prague and Moscow (1968); Tel Aviv, Rome, Tito¬ 
grad and Moscow (1968); Torino (1970); Warsaw, Leningrade, 
Prague, Brno, Palma de Mallorca, Tyneside (Gt. Britain), 
in 1972, and Madrid in 1973. 

In 1940 he was awarded the Prize for Painting of the Roma¬ 
nian Academy; in 1957 the Academy of the Socialist Republic 
of Romania awarded him the “Ion Andreescu” Prize. He 
was a People’s Artist and State Prize Laureate. 

PHEASANT 
oil on plywood 
19 3/4" x 24" 

Owner: C.C.S.E. 

HOUSES IN THE BISTRIJA VALLEY 
oil on cardboard 
19 1 /4" x 24" 

Owner: C.C.S.E. 



FLOWERS 

oil on cardboard 

19 3/4" x 23 3/4" 

Owner: the C.C. of the U.C.Y. 

PEASANTS AT THE FAIR 
oil on canvas 
23"x29 2/4" 

Owner: The Art Museum of the Socialist Republic of Romania 

CARPATHIAN FLORA 
oil on cardboard 
19"x23 1/4" 

Owner: C.C. of the U.C.Y. 












VASILE GRIGORE 


Vasile Grigore was born in Bucharest in 1935. 

He graduated the “Nicolae Grigorescu” Fine Arts Institute 
in Bucharest in 1959. 

He held one-man exhibitions at Mamaia (1965), in Bucharest 
(1963, 1966, 1968, 1970 and 1972). He participated in a 
group exhibition in Menton (France) in 1967 — 1968. 

His paintings were shown in the Romanian Art Exhibitions 
organized in Budapest, Belgrade, Zagreb, Novisad and London 
in 1966; Prague, Moscow and Russe in 1968; Torino, Tel 
Aviv, Helsinki, Vienna, Tallinn in 1969, and Torino (1970). 
He also attended the international exhibitions in Cologne 
and Warsaw in 1969. 

He was awarded the “Ion Andreescu” Prize for Painting 
by the Academy of the Socialist Republic of Romania in 1965. 
Vasile Grigore is a lecturer at the “Nicolae Grigorescu” 
Fine Arts Institute in Bucharest. 


STILL-LIFE IN GRAY 
oil on canvas 
33"x40" 

Owner: C.C.S.E. 

OBJECT ON A VIOLET TABLE 
oil on canvas 
34 1/3"x40" 

Owner: C.C.S.E. 

MEDITATION 
oil on canvas 
42 2/4" x 35" 

Owner: C.C.S.E. 
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VASILE GRIGORE —Meditation 
















LUCIAN GRIGORESCU 


Lucian Grigorescu was born in Medgidia in 1894 and died in 
Bucharest in 1965. 

Between 1915 and 1920 he attended the Fine Arts School 
in Bucharest and the High Institute of Arts in Rome. 

He opened one-man exhibitions in Bucharest in 1920, 1921, 
1923, 1929, 1934, 1935, 1937, 1938, 1939, 1940, 1942, and in 
Budapest in 1963. 

After 1920 he exhibited in the Official Salons and other 
group exhibitions of the period. He participated in annual 
state exhibitions, biennials, regional, festive and group 
exhibitions. 

He participated in the Romanian Art Exhibitions abroad 
in Berne and Stockholm (1943); Moscow (1958); in Warsaw 
and Budapest (1959); in Prague, Bratislava and Helsinki 
(1960); in Paris (1961); in Dresden (1963); in Warsaw, 
Leningrade, Prague and Brno (1972). He also showed in 
the Venice Biennial in 1972. 

He was a corresponding member of the Academy of the 
Socialist Republic of Romania. 

In 1955 he was awarded a State Prize. 

In 1962 he was awarded the title of “Merited master in 
art” and in 1964 the title of “People’s Artist”. 


PORTRAIT OF GIRL 
oil on canvas 
45"x28 3/4" 

Owner: The Art Museum of the Socialist Republic of Romania 

LANDSCAPE IN BUCHAREST 
oil on canvas 
19 3/4" x 23 2/4" 

Owner: The Art Museum of the Socialist Republic of Romania 

STILL LIFE WITH MELON 
oil on canvas 
25"x 31" 

Owner: The Galatzi Art Museum 


LANDSCAPE WITH BRIDGE 

oil on canvas 

23"x28" 

Owner: the Art Museum of the Socialist Republic of Romania 
















OCTAV GRIGORESCU 


Octav Grigorescu was born in Bucharest in 1933. 

He graduated the “Nicolae Grigorescu” Institute of Fine 
Arts of Bucharest in 1956. 

He opened a one-man exhibition in Bucharest in 1967. 
From 1959 onwards, he participated in all annual exhibitions 
of graphics, in the biennial exhibitions of young artists and 
in group exhibitions. 

He participated in the exhibitions of Romanian graphics, 
organized in Damascus, Cairo and Alexandria in 1965; in 
London in 1966; in Linz, Berne and Budapest in 1968; in 
Belgrade and Tunis in 1969. 

He participated in the International Biennial Exhibition of 
young artists of Paris: in the International Exhibition of 
Contemporary Art of New Delhi; in the International 
Exhibition of Tokyo 1965; in the International Book Exhibi¬ 
tion of Leipzig in 1966; in the “Intergraphic” Exhibition 
of Berlin in 1967; in the International Biennial Exhibition 
of Venice in 1968; in the exhibition of Romanian fine arts 
of Helsinki in 1969 and in the Festival of Edinburgh, 1971. 
In 1966 he was granted the “Ion Andreescu” prize for 
graphics by the Academy of the Socialist Republic of Roma¬ 
nia. In 1970 he was granted the Great Prize of the Union 
of Artists in the Socialist Republic of Romania. 


SPECTATORS AND CONJURERS 
oil on canvas, 1971 
41 "x 64 1/4" 

Owner: C.C.S.E. 

BUILDING WORKERS 
oil on canves, 1972 
51" x 3 9" 

Owner: C.C.S.E. 















IACOB LAZAR. 


lacob Lazar was born in Trife$ti-Bacau in 1931. 

He graduated the “Nicolae Grigorescu” Fine Arts institute 
in Bucharest. 

From 1956 on, he has participated in annual state exhibi¬ 
tions, biennials, regional, group and festive exhibitions. 
He opened one-man shows in Bucharest in 1963, 1967 and 
1972. 

He has also participated in the Romanian art exhibitions 
abroad: Moscow (1957); Vienna (1961); Frankfurt on the 
Maine, Prague and Orly (1968); Szczeczin, Titograde, Moscow 
Helsinki, Ludenscheid (1969); Warsaw (1970); Dusseldorf 
(1971) and Bamberg (1972). 

In 1960 he was awarded the Prize of the Union of Artists 
in the Socialist Republic of Romania. 


COMPOSITION 
oil on canvas 
39 2/4" x 40 2/4" 
Owner: C.C.S.E. 

THE VILLAGE 
oil on canvas 
35 3/4" x 51 1/4" 
Owner: the artist 

LANDSCAPE 
oil on canvas 
32"x 40" 

Owner: the artist 



























M. H. MAXY 


M. H. Maxy was born in Braila in 1896 and died in Bucharest 
in 1971. 

He graduated the Academy of Fine Arts in Bucharest 
and also attended courses in professor Arthur Segal’s class 
in Berlin. 

After 1921 he regularly sent canvases to the Official Salons 
and other group exhibitions of the period. 

He opened one-man shows in Bucharest in 1917, 1924, 
1926 and retrospective exhibitions in Bucharest, Cluj, 
Constanta in 1965, 1966, 1967. 

He exhibited abroad in Berlin (1923, 1924, 1925), Barcelona 
(1929), Rome (1932), Budapest (1947), Moscow (1949), 
Warsaw, Vienna (1955), Prague (1956), Sofia and Moscow 
(1958), Budapest, Minsk, Belgrade (1959), Prague, Bratislava, 
Berlin, Cairo, Athens, Helsinki (1960), Sofia, Istanbul, 
Ankara, Damascus, Paris, Alexandria, Moscow (1961), Prague 
(1968), Tel Aviv, Titograd, Moscow (1969), Warsaw, Torino 
(1970). 

In 1954 he was awarded the title of “Merited Artist” and 
in 1965 the title of “Merited Master in Art”. 


GUITARIST 

oil on canvas, 1964 

27 1 /4" x 23 1 /4" 

Owner: The Art Museum of Galatzi 

THE LESSON OF DANCE 
oil on canvas 
27"x29" 

Owner: The Art Museum of the City of Bucharest 










M. H. MAXY — Guitarist 









ION MUSCELEANU 


Ion Musceleanu was born in 1903 in Caracal. 

He studied at the Fine Arts School in Bucharest from 1921 
to 1926. 

In the 1930 — 1947 period he participated in all the Official 
Salons and from 1948 on, he has displayed in all the 
State Exhibitions, as well as in group exhibitions. 

He held one-man shows in Bucharest in 1940, 1957, 1967 
and 1968. 

His paintings were shown abroad in the Romanian Fine 
Arts Exhibitions organized in Helsinki, Berlin, Athens, 
Paris (1960); Ankara, Istanbul, Cairo, Alexandria, Damascus 
(1961); Moscow (1966); Menton, Prague, Moscow, Lenin- 
grade (1968); Tel Aviv, Berlin, Rostock (1969); Tirana, Prague 
(1970); Warsaw, Leningrade, Prague and Brno in 1972. 

STILL-LIFE 

oil on cardboard, 1971 
17"x21" 

Owner: C.C.S.E. 

PORTRAIT OF PEASANT WOMAN 
oil on canvas, 1971 
43 1/4"x28" 

Owner: C.C.S.E. 

PHEASANT 

oil on carboard, 1971 

20 2/4" x 24 1/4" 

Owner: C.C.S.E. 

STUDENT GIRL 
oil on canvas 
31"x39" 

Owner: C.C.S.E. 





ION MUSCELEANU 

Portrait of peasant woman 











GEORGETA NApARU? GRIGORESCU 


Georgeta Naparu$ was born at Comarnic in 1930. 

She graduated the “Nicolae Grigorescu” Institute of 
Fine Arts of Bucharest. 

From 1959 onwards, she has participated in all annual state 
exhibitions, regional exhibitions, biennial youth and festive 
exhibitions. 

She participated in Romanian exhibitions organized abroad 
in: Novisad and Belgrade in 1967; Helsinki, Moscow and 
Tallinn in 1969; in the International Festival of Painting of 
Cagnes-sur-Mer 1970; Prague, and in the International 
Biennial of Sao-Paulo in 1971; Palma de Mallorca, Tyneside 
(Great Britain) in 1972 and Madrid in 1973. 

In 1967 she was granted the prize of the Union of Artists in 
the Socialist Republic of Romania and in 1970 the prize of 
the review “Arta”. 

THE COSTUME 
oil on canvas 
54 1/4 * x 40" 

Owner: C.C.S.E. 

GREEN SPOTS 
oil on canvas 
50 1/4"x40" 

Owner: C.C.S.E. 

MAY DAY 
oil on canvas 
50 1 /4" x 40" 

Owner: the C.C. of the U.C.Y. 


















ION NICODIM 


Ion Nicodim was born in Costan^a in 1932. 

A graduate of the “Nicolae Grigorescu” Institute of Fine Arts 
of Bucharest as well as of a specialization course in Rome. 
He opened one-man shows in Bucharest in 1958 and 1969, and 
in Rome in 1967. 

From 1954 onwards, he exhibited his works in annual state 
exhibitions, regional exhibitions, in biennial youth and 
festive exhibitions. 

He also participated in exhibitions of Romanian art abroad 
in Minsk 1959, Helsinki, Cairo, Alexandria, 1960, Sofia 

1964, Budapest, Moscow, Washington, Chicago, Nashville 

1965, Milan, Prague 1966, Athens, Cologne, Prague in 1969, 
Torino in 1970. He also exhibited in the international exhi¬ 
bitions of Paris 1962, Rome 1968, Cagnes-sur-mer and the 
Biennial of Sao-Paulo in 1969. 

He was awarded the prize for painting by the Union of 
Artists in the Socialist Republic of Romania in 1964 and was 
also granted the UNESCO Prize in 1968. 


QUIET LAKE 
oil on canvas 1968 
61 "x66" 

Owner: the artist 

THE SANDS 
oil on canvas, 1968 
61 *x66" 

Owner: the artist 













ION PACEA 


Ipn Pacea was born in Salonica in Greece in 1924. He gra¬ 
duated the “Nicolae Grigorescu” Fine Arts institute 
in Bucharest. 

He held one-man exhibitions in 1955 and 1960 in Bucharest; 
in Baia Mare in 1965 and in Bra$ov and Constanta in 1970. 
His paintings have been displayed in the Annual State 
Exhibitions, as well as in the inter-regional, festive and 
group exhibitions. He also participated in the Romanian 
Art Exhibitions organized abroad in Prague, Cologne, Tel 
Aviv, Paris —Orly (1968); Torino, Rome, Tel Aviv, Luden- 
scheid (the Federal Republic of Germany), Titograd, Moscow, 
Havana (1969); Torino (1970); Moscow, Vilnius, Sofia, 
Edinburgh (1971), Leningrade, Prague and Brno (1972). 
Moreover, he participated in a Romanian group exhibition 
staged at Linkoping in Sweden and in the international 
exhibitions organized in Aschen, Tokyo, Berlin, Geneva 
(1966,) Memphis — U.S.A. (1967), Sao Paulo (1969). 

In 1963 he was awarded the “Ion Andreescu” Prize by the 
Academy of the Socialist Republic of Romania, and in 1965 
the Prize for Painting by the Union of Artists in the Socia¬ 
list Republic of Romania. 

Ion Pacea is a secretary to the Union of Artists in the 
Socialist Republic of Romania. 


STILL LIFE 
oil on canvas 
37"x44" 

Owner: C.C.S.E. 
COMPOSITION II 
oil on canvas 
37"x44" 

Owner: C.C.S.E. 

STILL LIFE 
oil on canvas 
44"x37" 

Owner: C.C.S.E. 





ION PACEA — Composition II 














CONSTANTIN PILIUTA 


Constantin Piliu£a was born in Boto$ani in 1929. 

He graduated the “Nicolae Grigorescu” Fine Arts Insti¬ 
tute in Bucharest. 

Since 1956 he has shown his works in annual state exhibi¬ 
tions, biennial, inter-regional, group and festive exhibitions. 
He held one-man exhibitions in 1957, 1962, 1968 and 1971, 
all in Bucharest. 

He also participated in Romanian exhibitions abroad as in 
Moscow (1964); Budapest, Novisad, Zagreb, Belgrade (1966); 
Warsaw (1970); Leningrade, Prague, Brno, Warsaw (1972); 
The Prize of the Council for Culture and Socialist Education 
was granted to him in 1971. 


TUDOR ARGHEZI 
oil on cardboard, 1960 
40 "x31 2/4" 

Owner: The Art Museum of the Socialist Republic of 
Romania 

SELF-PORTRAIT 
oil on canvas 
25 2/4x19" 

Owner: the artist 

STILL-LIFE WITH PEARS 
oil on canvas 
19 3/4" x 19 3/4" 

Owner: C.C.S.E. 
























MIHAI RUSU 


Mihai Rusu was born at Vorona in 1925. 

He is a graduate of the “Nicolae Grigorescu” Fine Arts 
Institute in Bucharest. 

He has displayed in the Biennial and inter-regional exhibi¬ 
tions, in festive and group exhibitions since 1950. 

He participated abroad in the Romanian exhibitions orga¬ 
nized in Bratislava, Prague, Berlin in 1960; Frankfurt on 
the Main, Prague, Paris — Orly in 1968; Torino, Niirnberg, 
Ludenscheid (the Federal Republic of Germany) in 1969; 
Warsaw and Torino in 1970; Belgrade in 1971 and Warsaw, 
Leningrade, Prague, Brno in 1972. He is a lecturer at the 
Drawing Faculty of the “Nicolae Grigorescu” Fine Arts 
Institute in Bucharest. 


MUSICAL INTERLUDE 
oil on canvas, 1970 
54 "x48" 

Owner: C.C.S.E. 

AT REST 

oil on canvas, 1970 
54" x48" 

Owner: C.C.S.E. 



THOUGHTS ON THE FUTURE 
oil canvas, 1971 
41 2/4 "x48" 

Owner: C.C.S.E. 









MIHAI R USU— Musical interlude 












ion sAlisteanu 


Ion Sali$teanu was born in Pite$ti, in 1929. 

He graduated the “Nicolae Grigorescu” Fine Arts Insti¬ 
tute in Bucharest in 1955, and in 1967 the artist attended 
a course of specialization in Perugia (Italy). 

He participated abroad in the Romanian Art Exhibitions 
organized in Warsaw (1955); in Dresden and Bratislava 
(1956); Prague and Moscow (1957); Szczeczin (1965); Upsala, 
Frankfurt on the Main, Prague and Paris — Orly (1968); 
Tel Aviv, Torino, Rome, Titograde, Dusseldorf, Warsaw 
(1969); Dusseldorf, Torino, Milano (1970); Belgrade and 
Warsaw in 1971; Palma de Mallorca, Leningrade, Warsaw, 
Prague, Brno, Tyneside (Great Britain) in 1972, and in 
Madrid (1973). 

In 1965 he held *a one-man show in Bucharest. He has dis¬ 
played in the Annual State Exhibitions, interregional, group 
and festive exhibitions ever since 1954. 

In 1970 he participated in the Venice International Biennial 
Exhibition. 

In 1964 he was awarded the Prize for Painting by the Union 
of Artists in the Socialist Republic of Romania. In 1967 
he won the “Ion Andreescu” Prize of the Academy of the 
Socialist Republic of Romania, and in 1971 the Prize of the 
Council for Culture and Socialist Education. 

He is an assistant lecturer at the Drawing Faculty of the 
“Nicolae Grigorescu” Fine Arts Institute in Bucharest. 

PORTRAIT 
oil on canvas 
35 "x27 1/4" 

Owner: C.C.S.E. 

VOTIVE PORTRAIT 
acrilic on canvas 
35 " 27x1/4" 

Owner: C.C.S.E. 



DIALOGUE 
acrilic on canvas 
40" x 31/2 4" 

Owner: C.C.S.E. 













GHEORGHE SARU 


Gheorghe Saru was born at Ghecea-Banat 1920. He attended 
the courses of the Fine Arts Academies in Jassy and 
Bucharest. 

in 1956 and in 1960 he staged one-man exhibitions in Bucha¬ 
rest; in 1959 in Moscow, and in 1967 in Memphis (U.S.A.). 
He participaded in the Annual State Exhibitions, Biennial 
Exhibitions and in the festive and group exhibitions. 

He displayed in the international exhibitions in Venice 
(1954), Vienna (1956); Berlin (1963); Szczeczin (Poland) and 
New Delhi (1965). 

His paintings were displayed in the Romanian Art Exhi¬ 
bitions organized in Belgrade, Budapest and Riga (1959); 
Helsinki, Ankara, Istanbul and Athens (1960); Damascus, 
Alexandria, Moscow (1961 and 1968); Helsinki (1969); 
Torino (1970); Palma de Mallorca, Tyneside (Great Britain) 
(1972) and Madrid (1973). 

Winner of the 1969 Prize for Painting awarded by the 
Academy of the Socialist Republic of Romania. 

State Prize Laureate. 

Lecturer at the “Nicolae Grigorescu" Fine Arts Institute 
in Bucharest. 


THE GREAT TRIAD 
oil on canvas, 1969 
26 2/4" x 40" 

Owner: C.C.S.E. 

COMPOSITION 
oil on canvas, 1969 
31 1 /4" x 40" 

Owner: C.C.S.E. 

DIALOGUE WITH THE POSSIBLE 
oil on canvas, 1971 
50 3/4" x 44" 

Owner: C.C.S.E. 






GHEORGHE SARU 
Dialogue with the possible 





ION TUCULESCU 

9 


Ion Juculescu was born in Craiova in 1910 and died in 

Bucharest in 1962. • . 

’ • * 

A graduate of the Natural Sciences and Medicine Faculties 
in Bucharest, he studied painting by himself. 

He opened one-man shows in Bucharest in 1938, 1939, 
1942, 1943, 1946, 1947; in 1965 retrospective exhibitions 
were organized in Bucharest, Jassy, Craiova, Timisoara, 
Constanta, Sibiu, TTrgu Mure$, Cluj and Bra$ov. 

From 1940 on, he exhibited in the Official Salons and 
since 1959 he displayed his paintings in the Annual State 
Exhibitions, as well as in regional and group exhibitions. 
His paintings were also exhibited abroad in the Romanian 
exhibitions staged in Budapest (1947), London (1966), 
Mexico (1969). 

A retrospective exhibition was shown on the occasion of 
the 33rd International Biennial Exhibition in Venice. 
Within the cultural exchanges with foreign countries, the 
Romanian state organized exhibitions showing his paintings 
in Paris, Le Havre, Copenhagen (1967); Washington, Ohio, 
San Francisco (1968); Brussels, Stockholm, Oslo (1969); 
Vienna (1970). 

TURKISH WOMEN AT MANGALIA 

oil on canvas 

19"x22" 

Owner: loana Juculescu 

THE BOAT 
oil on canvas 
19"x22" 

Owner: Andrea Juculescu 

MASKS 
oil on canvas 
28" x 28 2/4" 

Owner: loana Juculescu 



THE DOLLS, THE CLOUD AND BUTTERFLIES 

oil on canvas 

19"x22" 

Owner: loana Juculescu 

THE SHADOW 
oil on canvas 
20 2/4" x 24 1/4" 

Owner: Andrea Juculescu 






























